
September 8, 2024  16th Sunday After Pentecost 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WELCOMING OF GUESTS AND VISITORS 

GATHERING 

The offering is now being collected at the entrance of the sanctuary. 

Prelude                                 Allegro                           Loeillet  

                                   Flute Duet                      Jeff & Julie Petersen 

PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE 

P  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  C  Amen 

 

HYMN       Earth and all Stars    ELW 731 

 



THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 

and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Together we pray, 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and 

cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 

the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, 

and for his sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe 

in Jesus Christ he gives the power to become the children of God and 

bestows on them the Holy Spirit.    

C Amen. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD         W&P 129 
 

Spirit of the Living God   Fall fresh on me 

Spirit of the Living God   Fall fresh on me 

Melt me mold me   Fill me use me 

Spirit of the Living God   Fall fresh on me 

 
 



THE GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Together we pray, 

C  Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into 

health and death into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and 

make us a people ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world, 

through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord.  Amen. 

 
WORD 

FIRST READING       Isaiah 35:4-7a 

 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! 

 Here is your God.  He will come with vengeance, 

 with terrible recompense.  He will come and save you.” 

 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 

 7athe burning sand shall become a pool, 

  and the thirsty ground springs of water. 

 

L   The word of God.  C   Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING               James 2:1-10, 14-17 
1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe 

in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in 

fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty 

clothes also comes in, 3and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine 

clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor 

you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 4have you not made 



distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 
5Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in 

the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has 

promised to those who love him? 6But you have dishonored the poor. Is it 

not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? 7Is it 

not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you? 

 8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the 

scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you show 

partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 
10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become 

accountable for all of it.  

 14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but 

do not have works? Can faith save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked 

and lacks daily food, 16and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep 

warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, 

what is the good of that? 17So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 

 

L   The word of God.  C   Thanks be to God. 

 

PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE 

 

 GOOD SOIL        W&P 52 

 
 

GOSPEL                Mark 7:24-37 

C     Glory to you, O Lord. 



 

24[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house 

and did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape 

notice,25but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit 

immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. 
26Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged 

him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He said to her, “Let the 

children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw 

it to the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table 

eat the children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For saying that, you 

may go—the demon has left your daughter.” 30So she went home, found 

the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 

 31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon 

towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought 

to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged 

him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him aside in private, away from the 

crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his 

tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, 

“Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35And immediately his ears were 

opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus 

ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more 

zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were astounded beyond measure, 

saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and 

the mute to speak.” 

 

P The Gospel of our Lord.  C Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

MUSIC MINISTRY Every Day is a Gift from the Lord      Besig 

Sandy Despreaux soloist, Jeff Petersen flute   

        

SERMON      Pastor Armen 

 

PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE 

 



HYMN               Dearest Jesus    ELW 520 

 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

A Together we confess our faith, 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived 

by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with 

confidence for the church, God’s good creation, and all who are in need. 

each petition concludes…  

  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

P  We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of 

your beloved child, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
C Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE        (PLEASE SMILE AND WAVE) 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 

In thanksgiving for God’s blessing, we respond with our tithe and offering 

In consideration of health concerns, we will collect the offering at the 

entrance doors of the sanctuary.  If you have your offering in your hand, 

please raise your hand and the usher will stop on the way forward. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN WOV 732 

 



GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS A BLESSING OF GIFTS     Pastor Brian 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A Together we pray, 

C Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your 

goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our 

time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in 

feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 

himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 

my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

A Together we pray, 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

As we celebrate the meal of our Lord, all are invited.  If you are a 

guest and regularly commune at your church, you are welcome to 

commune here.  For those not communing, please keep your hands 

folded and you will receive a blessing.  Both wine (red) and grape 

juice (white) are available at communion.  If you prefer a gluten-free 

wafer, notify the server.  If you are unable to come to the altar rail and 

would like to receive communion in your seat, please notify an usher.  



after all have communed 

 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace.     

C Amen.  
 

A Together we pray, 

C Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than 

we could ever ask.  As you have nourished us in this meal, now 

strengthen us to love the world with your own life.  In your name 

we pray. Amen. 
 

P The blessing of God, Father, ☩ Son and Holy Spirit, who provides 

for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, be upon you now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

HYMN         Oh, for a Thousand Tongues     ELW 886 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace filled with the Holy Spirit. You are the body of Christ. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude  



Faith’s Weekly Announcements 
Welcome to all of you attending this morning! 

 
“Undie Sunday” 

Today is “God’s Work Our Hands” Sunday, and this year’s  theme 
is “Undie Sunday.”  Thanks to all who donated items for our kids 
and campers. 

 
The Chicks Are Back! 

The Lutheran Chicks are meeting again.  All you ladies are 
welcome to join them this Tuesday at 9:00 am – no sign-up 
required.  Just be here at 9 to enjoy fun, food and fellowship. 

 
Ladies’ Luncheon 

The September Ladies Luncheon will be held at 11:30 am on 
Wednesday, September 18th, at The End Zone, 2440 S. McCall 
Road.  Their menu includes wings, burgers, fish, salads, pizza and 
other great menu choices.   We will order off the menu with 
separate checks. Join us for fellowship and laughter!  Deadline to 
sign up is Sunday, September 15th.    The sign-up sheet is on the 
bulletin board in the narthex.    If you need more information, see or 
call Kathie Wiley (941-662-5383). 
 
 

Attention Worship & Music Committee 
The September meeting is tomorrow at 10:00.  Plan to attend to 
take part in fall and holiday planning. 
 

Food Pantry 
This week the food bank especially needs shampoo for adults and 
kids.  All donations should be placed in the bin in the narthex. 
 
Attendance Last Week: 43 
 
 



Keep Watching… 
Check upcoming bulletins and the September newsletter to learn 
about the developing plans for our 50th anniversary celebration next 
year! 
 

Thank You 
Pastor Brian: 
The check from Faith Lutheran arrived today. I'm very grateful for 
your congregation's generosity!  Please thank them for me. It was a 
pleasure to share my music with them. 
Cordially, 
Tom Renaud 
 

Folks Have Been Asking… 
We have had several questions about memorial services for Bill 
Speth.  His wish was to have one military service at his hometown 
in Wisconsin.  He didn’t want flowers, but the family would welcome 
cards or notes, to be sent to his home address:  
Speth Family 
64 Sportsman Court 
Rotonda West, FL 33947 
 
WE PRAY FOR… 
Lou Taylor    John Schleede    Sandy Cox 
DeGrood family      Bob Ash         Ruthie Rorbach  
Marcia and Gary Wilkins  Tom and Linda Jackling  

 
      Serving Today 

Altar Guild: Linda Schleede 
Lector/ Worship Assistant: Jim Taylor 
Ushers: Noma Hickok, Jan Moynihan, Kathie Wiley 
 
 

 



THIS WEEK AT FAITH 
Every week day morning  6:30 am  AA meets at church 
Monday 10:00 am Worship & Music 
 8:00 pm  AA meets at church 
Tuesday 7:30 am  Work Crew 
 9:00 am  Lutheran Chicks  

 

Your Church Council  
Jeff Kamm (President), Larry Bennett (Vice President), Sandy Cox 
(Secretary), Art Hanson (Treasurer), Jim Taylor, Jeff Petersen, 
Gene Newlon, Jay Fisher and Sue Baran. 

 
 

 

Faith Lutheran Church of Rotonda 
551 Rotonda Boulevard West – Rotonda West, FL 33947 

(941) 697-3313 

 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

Pastor Brian Armen, Cell (814) 248-0133 

Secretary: Barbra Davis            

Organist: Candace Montesi      Custodian: Cyndy Hoops 

 

 

Secretary Office Hours: 9:00 Am – Noon (M-F) 

PASTOR’S OFFICE: 10:00 – 1:00 (M-TH) AND BY APPOINTMENT 

 
Our Guiding Principle: GOD’S GRACE WINS…. 

As we WORSHIP Jesus as our Lord and Savior 

As we LOVE one another, welcoming everyone 

As we SERVE, inspired by the Holy Spirit 

As a deep FAITH is taught and caught 

As we make WITNESS and MISSION our life 
 


